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Autumn Garden Jobs

Quick Start Essentials

0 Walk your garden and list urgent fixes (trip hazards, broken steps, loose paving)
0 Take quick photos of beds before changes (helps plan next year / following year)
0 Do 15-minute tidy sprints on dry days (great time to keep momentum)

Lawn & Edges

O Final mow on a higher setting; collect grass cuttings for the compost pile
O Trim edges; repair bare patches with seed/top-dressing

O Aerate compacted areas; brush in sand/topsoil for drainage
0 Brush away worm casts before mowing (don’t smear)

Leaves & Leaf-Mould
0 Rake/blow leaves off lawns and paths (saf'ety + prevents smothering)
O Bag dry leaves in holed sacks to make leaf-mould for next year

O Leave a light layer under shrubs as organic matter/wildlife cover

Beds & Borders (Soil Health)
O Weed thoroughly; lift annuals and clear spent growth

0 Mulch garden beds with 5-7.5 ocm compost/leaf-mould/bark to boost soil health
0 Top up raised beds; check/repair edging boards

O Mark perennials; divide overcrowded clumps (avoid tender types now)

Spring Bulbs & Container Displays
0 Plant spring bulbs (daf'fodils, crocus, snowdrops) now; tulips in late autumn
O Group bulbs in 5-15s for impact; plant depth = 2-3x bulb height

0 Pot up bulbs for doorstep/winter colour; add grit for drainage

O Label varieties and note flowering times for early spring wow




Veg Patch: Winter Crops
0 Push in garlic cloves in free-draining soil; avoid waterlogging

0 Sow/plant broad beans (autumn varieties) for early crops next year

O Plant overwintering onions/shallots; space for airflow

0 Try hardy salads (lamb’s lettuce, mizuna, claytonia); protect with fleece or a cold frame
O Plan succession so harvests run into early spring

Green Manures (Cover Crops)

0 Sow on empty ground (field beans, clover, phacelia) to protect soil over winter months
O Chop and drop before flowering to return organic matter to beds
O Note which green manures suit each bed for the following year

Fruit Trees, Shrubs & “Large Fruit”
0 Check stakes/ties on young trees; firm any wind-rocked plants

O Remove mummified fruit; clear diseased leaves from around trees
O Mulch fruit bushes and canes; refresh supports if needed
O Plant bare-root fruit in late autumn while soil is warm (perfect time)

Containers, Citrus Trees & Tender Plants

O Move pots to shelter and raise containers on feet to prevent waterlogging

O Wrap containers; fleece borderline-hardy plants on frosty nights

O Bring citrus trees under cover, or fleece in freezing weather; ventilate on mild days
O Reduce watering as cooler temperatures arrive

Protection: Cold Frame, Cloches & Fleece

O Erect or repair a cold frame to extend salads and harden seedlings
0 Keep horticultural fleece handy; peg it securely in gales
0 Use cloches/mini-tunnels to protect new growth and winter crops
Compost Heaps & Organic Matter
0 Start/turn compost heaps: layer greens (grass cuttings, peelings) with browns (dry

leaves/cardboard)
0 Shred woody material to speed decomposition
0 Check moisture (aim for “wrung sponge” feel); add browns if smelly/too wet

O Keep a separate leaf-mould pile — black gold for soil health ‘%&%
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Water & Drainage

O Clean gutters and downpipes; fit a diverter to water butts
0 Position and rinse water butts ready for winter rain
0 Check soakaways and path drainage; scrape moss/algae from steps

Greenhouse / Polytunnel

O Clear spent crops; disinfect glazing, staging and tools

O Insulate with bubble wrap; seal draughts but ventilate on mild days
O Sow winter salads under cover; set slug traps

0 Test heater/thermostat if' using through the winter months

Structures, Fences & Hard Surfaces

O Treat fences/sheds; secure loose panels and posts
O Lift/relay wobbly slabs; brush in kiln-dried sand
O Pressure-wash slippery patios and paths (safety first)

Tools, Machinery & Storage

O Clean, sharpen and oil hand tools; replace cracked handles

0 Service mower; drain/condition fuel per manufacturer guidance
0 Check outdoor-rated extension leads/lighting

O Create a labelled box for fleece, clips, pegs and spare ties

Wildlife-Friendly Actions

0 Leave some seed heads and hollow stems for habitat and winter interest

0 Build/refresh a log pile; top up bird feeders and water
0 Avoid over-tidying; check piles carefully before moving/bonfires
O Create leaf “rafts” in quiet corners for hedgehogs and insects

Pests & Diseases (Autumn Checks)
0 Remove diseased foliage (don’t compost if infected)
0 Clean secateurs between plants with disinfectant

0 Set non-toxic slug/snail traps around winter crops




Irrigation & Frost Readiness

0 Drain/lag outdoor taps and exposed pipes (winter frost protection)
O Coil hoses; store lances; open drain points on irrigation systems
0 Keep spare tap covers and fleece by the back door for sudden cold snaps

Planning & Garden Centre List

O Map bed rotation for next year; note gaps for spring bulbs and shrubs
O Make a garden centre list (seeds, compost, stakes, ties, fleece)

O Order catalogues; set reminders for early spring sowing dates

0 Book delivery of bulk organic matter (mulch) if needed

Month-by-Month (UK)
0 Late Summer / September: last mow; plant daffodils/crocus; start garlic; begin green

manures; turn compost

0 October: plant tulips and broad beans; mulch borders; move tender pots; set up a cold
frame

O November: rake leaves; protect containers; insulate taps; plant bare-root trees and
shrubs

O December-January: maintenance, wildlife care, planning; check stakes after gales

0 February-March (early spring prep): start seed trays under cover; uncover beds
gradually
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